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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 2027

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE GAMBARO.

Read 1% time February 21, 2002, and 1000 copies ordered printed.
TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk

4781L.011

AN ACT

To repeal sections 137.298 and 302.341, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof three new sections
relating to collection of certain delinquent fines and fees.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 137.298 and 302.341, RSMo, are repealed and three new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 137.298, 301.026, and 302.341, to read as
follows:

137.298. Other provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding, any city or county
may by ordinanceinclude as acharge on billsissued for personal property taxesany outstanding
vehicle-related feesand fines, including traffic and parking violations, assessed or issued on
any vehicle for which personal property tax isto be paid and, if required by ordinance, such
charge shall be collected with and in the same payment as personal property taxes are collected
by the [collector of revenue of such] city or county. No persona property tax bill shall be
considered paid unless all charges for parking violations and other vehicle-related fees and
fines are aso paid in full and the [collector of revenue] city or county shall not issue a paid
personal property receipt until all such charges are paid.

301.026. 1. No stateregistration license to operate any motor vehiclein this state
shall beissued or renewed so long asthe owner of that motor vehicle owesvehicle-related
fees or finesto a county, city, or township within the state, that liability is delinquent as
determined by the county, city, or township, and the vehicle owner has not paid the
liability or appeared in court or designated administrative adjudication agency to contest
thevehicle-related feesand fines. For the purposeof thissection, vehicle-related feesand

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets[thus] in thishill isnot enacted and isintended
to be omitted in the law.
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fines shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, traffic violation fines, parking
violation fines, towing and vehicleimmobilization feesand any late payment penaltiesand
court costs associated with the adjudication or collection of those fines.

2. A county, city, or township may notify, by ordinary mail, any owner of a motor
vehiclefor which vehiclerelated feesand fines have not been paid that, if full payment is
not received within thirty days, thedirector of revenue will be authorized to suspend the
motor vehicle registration for such vehicle and any other vehicles owned by the vehicle
owner. Any notification returned to the county, city, or township by the post office may
besent tothedirector of revenue. Thedepartment of revenue may subsequently take any
action it deems reasonable and practical to notify the owner and the county, city, or
township of the pending suspension of motor vehicle registration.

3. Thereafter, if the vehicle owner failsto pay such vehicle-related fees and fines
tothecounty, city, or township within thirty days, the county, city, or township may notify
the director of revenue of such failure. Such naotification shall be on forms approved by
thedepartment of revenueand shall list thevehicleowner'sfull nameand address, and the
year, make, model, and vehicleidentification number of such motor vehicle. In addition,
the department of revenue may, before renewing the registration of any motor vehicle,
check thedriver'slicenserecordsof all registered ownersfor notification that thelicensee
hasfailed to pay alawfully imposed vehicle-related fee or fine within thetime prescribed
herein.

4. Upon receipt of thisnotification, the director of revenue may provide notice of
suspension of motor vehicle registration to the vehicle owner at the vehicle owner's last
addressshown on therecor dsof the department of revenue. Thedirector of revenue shall
suspend registration and prohibit registration renewal on that vehicle, and all other
vehicles owned by the vehicle owner, until the director of revenue receives notification
from the county, city, or township that the delinquent amounts have been paid in full.

5. Any suspension imposed shall remain in effect until the department of revenue
receivesnotification from the county, city, or township that thevehicleowner haspaid the
vehicle-related feesand finesin full or otherwise satisfied hisor her obligationsregarding
theddinquent vehicle-related feesand fines. Upon thecounty, city, or township furnishing
such notification, and the vehicle owner paying any required reinstatement fee of up to
twenty dollarstothedirector of revenue, themotor vehicleregistration shall bereinstated.

6. If thevehicle owner's check isreturned for insufficient funds, the county, city,
or township may assessand collect in addition to any other penalty or interest that may be
owed, a penalty of ten dollarsor five percent of thetotal amount of the returned check or
order, whichever amount isgreater, but in no event shall such penalty imposed exceed one
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hundred dollars. The county, city, or township may refuse to accept any check or other
similar order in payment of any fine or fee currently owed plus penalty or interest from
a person who previoudy attempted to pay such amount with a check or order that was
returned to the county, city, or township unlesstheremittanceisin theform of acashier's
check, certified check, or money order. If aperson doesnot comply with the provisions of
this section, no state registration license shall be issued or renewed.

7. Intheevent amotor vehicleregistration issuspended for nonpayment of vehicle-
related fines or fees, the owner so aggrieved may appeal to the designated administrative
adjudication agency of the county of his or her residence or, if there is no such
administrativeadjudication agency, thecircuit court of the county of hisor her residence,
for review of such suspension at any timewithin thirty days after notice of motor vehicle
registration suspension. Upon such appeal, the causeshall beheard denovoin themanner
provided by chapter 536, RSMo, for the review of administrative decisions. The circuit
court or administrative adjudication agency may order the director to reinstate such
registration, sustain the suspension of registration by the director or set aside or modify
such suspension. Appeals from the judgment of the circuit court or administrative
adjudication agency may betaken asin civil cases. Theprosecutingattor ney of the county
wheresuch appeal istaken shall appear in behalf of thedirector, and prosecuteor defend,
asthe case may require.

8. The director of revenue shall make necessary rules and regulations for the
enfor cement of thissection, and shall design all necessary forms. All notificationsamong
state and local jurisdictions may be made electronically. No rule or portion of a rule
promulgated pursuant to the authority of this section shall become effective unlessit has
been promulgated pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSMo,
are nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly pursuant to
chapter 536, RSMo, toreview, to delay the effectivedateor to disapproveand annul arule
are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any
rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2002, shall beinvalid and void.

302.341. If a Missouri resident charged with a moving traffic violation or parking
violation of this state or any county or municipality of this state failsto dispose of the charges
of which heis accused through authorized prepayment of [fine and court costs] vehicle-related
fees or fines and fails to appear on the return date or at any subsequent date to which the case
has been continued, or without good cause failsto pay any [fine or court costs] vehicle-related
fees or fines assessed against him or her for any such violation within the period of time
specified or in such installments as approved by the court or as otherwise provided by law, any
court or designated administrativeagency havingjurisdiction over thechargesshall withinten
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days of thefailureto comply inform the defendant by ordinary mail at the last address shown on
the court records that the court will order the director of revenue to suspend the defendant's
driving privileges if the charges are not disposed of and fully paid within thirty days from the
dateof mailing. For the purposesof thissection, vehicle-related feesand finesshall include,
but not necessarily belimited to, traffic violation fines, parking violation fines, towing and
vehicleimmobilization fees, and any latepayment penaltiesand court costsassociated with
theadjudication or collection of thosefines. Thereafter, if the defendant failsto timely act to
dispose of the chargesand fully pay any applicablefinesand court costs, the court or designated
administrative agency shall notify the director of revenue of such failure and of the pending
charges against the defendant. Upon receipt of this notification, the director shall suspend the
license of the driver, effective immediately, and provide notice of the suspension to the driver
at the last address for the driver shown on the records of the department of revenue. Such
suspension shall remain in effect until the court or designated administrative agency with the
subject pending charge requests setting aside the noncompliance suspension pending final
disposition, or satisfactory evidence of disposition of pending charges and payment of fine and
court costs, if applicable, isfurnished to thedirector by theindividual. Upon proof of disposition
of charges and payment of fine and court costs, if applicable, and payment of the reinstatement
fee as set forth in section 302.304, the director shall reinstate the license. Thefiling of financial
responsibility with the bureau of safety responsibility, department of revenue, shall not be
required as a condition of reinstatement of a driver's license suspended solely under the
provisions of this section. If any city, town or village receives more than forty-five percent of
itstotal annual revenuefrom finesfor traffic violations occurring on state highways, all revenues
from such violationsin excess of forty-five percent of thetotal annual revenue of the city, town
or village shall be sent to the director of the department of revenue and shall be distributed
annually to the schools of the county in the same manner that proceeds of all penalties,
forfeitures and fines collected for any breach of the penal laws of the state are distributed. For
the purpose of this section the words "state highways' shall mean any state or federal highway,
including any such highway continuing through the boundaries of acity, town or village with a
designated street name other than the state highway number.



